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May 8, 2013

Contact:
Nicole Hornberger 

Connie Irvin



239-233-2856


239-454-7328
Water Rescue Demonstration Promotes Boating Safety in Bonita Springs
WHO:
Bonita Springs Fire District and United States Coast Guard Auxiliary
WHAT:
A water rescue demonstration will be utilized as a visual tool to educate boaters on water safety procedures during National Safe Boating Week (May 18-24) as a reminder that “Safe Boating Saves Lives” and “Heroes Wear Life Jackets”. Media can expect to see victims in the water, a water rescue by the BSFD Firefighters on the new Marine Rescue Unit, fire extinguisher demonstration, and boating safety education on board the demonstration vessel. 
Representatives from the United States Coast Guard and the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary will be available to discuss safe boating tips for the boating public. Representatives from the Bonita Springs Fire District will be available to discuss fire extinguisher information, as well as rescue demonstration.
WHERE:
The demonstration will be held off the Bonita Springs Public Beach and visible by land from the Beach Accesses 1-10. Better visibility will be provided via USCG boats on a first-come, first-served basis. If you wish to be on a boat, contact Connie Irvin at 239-454-7328.

** Important ** Please contact us before Monday, May 20th if you’d like to cover the demonstration on a boat rather than land. 
WHEN:
Wednesday, May 22, 2013 9AM
 

WHY:
To prepare boaters for hazards on the water and prevent injuries and drownings by explaining the steps to safety while boating. 
-MORE-
The US Department of Homeland Security and the USCG statistics report 758 boating fatalities in 2011, an increase from 2010 at 372 fatalities. The Bonita Springs Fire District and US Coast Guard Auxiliary encourages boaters to take steps to safety before, during, and after boating. These steps are imperative to the safety of each passenger. 
First, boaters should ensure their vessel is equipped with proper safety equipment. Courtesy vessel safety checks, conducted by the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, provide a quick, penalty-free way to check safe boating equipment. According to statistics, proper equipment prevents boating accidents. This equipment includes:
a) Personal flotation devices for each passenger. 84% of boaters who drown are not wearing life jackets.
b) A working the fire extinguisher of the proper size and type. A 2 Liter, Type B extinguisher is required. 
c) Visual distress signals such as flares, orange flags, and flash lights should be on board to summon help.

d) Since sound carries over water for long distances, sound producing devices such as air horns and whistles should be accessible to each boater.

Before heading out, double check that a boat is ready for the water by visiting the US Coast Guard Vessel Online Safety Check at http://cgaux.org/vsc/.
Next, expect the unexpected. Unplanned emergencies are likely to occur on the water. Take preparations ahead of time to safe-guard yourself and your family. 
a) Ensure more than one person knows how to safety operate the vessel. If the Captain is incapacitated, the second-in-command should know how to operate the vessel and call for emergency services while on the water. This includes knowing your location, longitude and latitude, while on the water. 
b) Prepare for summer’s storms. Check the weather before you head-out and be sure to take a boating safety course by the US Coast Guard Auxiliary. A boater who doesn’t take a boating safety class is five times more likely to die in a boating accident than a boater who receives boating safety training.  
-MORE-

c) Last but just as important, have a float plan to include information on your vessel, safety and survival signals and gear, persons onboard, and itinerary for your outing. Complete this plan before you go boating and leave it with a reliable person who can be depended upon to notify first responders should you not return or check-in as planned. For a copy of a float plan, go to www.floatplancentral.org. 
Boating in the United States can be dangerous, but boaters prepared for emergency situations are more likely to enjoy their time on the water as it’s meant to be-relaxing and stress-free.
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